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ADVENTURES IN IRAN
Note: Chapter auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories of when 
she accompanied her husband, 
Dana, a military attaché, to Iran in 
1948-51

T he Gendarmerie officers had 
hired two servants for us: a 

cook, Hossein and a houseboy, Ali. 
I immediately like them both.

After a week or so one of the 
other wives urged me to go to the 
bazaar with her. I couldn’t check on 
the servant’s accounts unless I knew 
prices first hand. The next day she 
picked me up and her driver drove 
us down to the bazaar. It was indeed 
an education. Hossein had moved 
out and was gone by the time I came 
home, knowing I would realize how 
he’d been ripping us off.

The dark and cluttered alleyways 
of the bazaar were a jumble of meat 
stalls and fruit and vegetable stalls 
before giving way to various other 
kinds of merchandise deeper in the 
bazaar. Carcasses of beef and lamb 
hung in the butchers’ stalls and a 
hunk would be whacked off, after 
shooing the flies, wherever you 
pointed. Any little bit of scarce and 
precious fat cost extra. There were 
fly covered trays of livers, brains, 
Rocky Mountain oysters (testicles), 
tongue, lights (lungs), and heart.

Fruits and vegetables were strictly 
seasonal. While winter offered 
little more than rice, potatoes, 
onions, dried beans, and the like, 
summertime brought everything to 
the market vine and tree ripened 
and so were as fresh and delicious 
as if from your own garden. The 
different kinds of perfectly ripened 
melons were especially good. We 
learned to eat cucumbers whole 
like a banana the way the Iranians 

sometimes did. In season they were 
often on large platters of fresh fruits 
on every lavish buffet table.

I did my own marketing from then 
on after that first trip to the bazaar. 
Eventually I learned to bargain, 
more or less, through mostly less for 
I was up against real pros. I learned 
to keep my eyes open and my wits 
about me and even resurrected my 
sense of humor about the game we 
were playing because I came to 
realize that for them it was a game.

Sometimes these games were 
played wide open. Late in our tour an 
innovation appeared in the bazaar: a 
refrigerated display case displaying 
chickens dressed (de-feathered but 
not drawn, the insides removed). 
Their craws were bulged way out, 
filled with gravel, a most obvious 
cheat to make them weigh more.

In time I came to appreciate this 
rascally side of things and especially 
the many Mullah Nasruddin jokes, 
such as:

Mullah borrowed a pot from his 
neighbor. When he returned it there 
was a small pot inside. “What’s 
this?” asked the neighbor. “While I 
had your pot, it had a baby,” Mullah 
explained. The neighbor thought 
he wasn’t too sharp and took the 
two pots without saying anything. 
Sometime later Mullah again 
borrowed the pot. When he never 
returned it, the neighbor finally went 
to see him and asked for his pot back. 
I’m sorry,” said the Mullah, “but 
your pot died.” “Died!” cried the 
neighbor. “A pot can’t die!” “Oh, 
yes,” said Mullah. “If a pot can 
have a baby, a pot can die.”  B

Source: Persian Version/
Adventures in Iran by Lynn Cragin 

Prescott

Clean your car - Use it full-
strength to polish car chrome with a 
cloth and see it shine! Use it on your 
car's windshield and windows, too.
Cleans drinking glasses - Soak 

cloudy drinking glasses in warmed 
white vinegar for a few hours to 
remove the film, simply wipe clean, 
rinse, and dry.
Clean your washing machine - 

Periodically run a gallon of distilled 
vinegar through your washing 
machine to clean it thoroughly, get 

rid of soap scum, and 
clear out the hoses. 
Run the machine 
through the warm 
water wash cycle 
empty and then add 
the vinegar during the 
rinse cycle.

Furniture Polish - Make your 
own furniture polish with one part 
vinegar and three parts lemon oil or 
olive oil.
Remove price tags or stickers 

- Paint them with several coats of 
vinegar and let it soak in. Depending 
what you are removing them off of 
is whether they'll slide off easily or 
require a little heavier rubbing.
Clean your IRON - Put vinegar 

in the water holder and let it steam 
itself clean. Remember to flush it 
with water when you are done.
Clean paintbrushes - Simmer 

paintbrushes in pure vinegar, then 
wash in hot soapy water.
Wash walls - Wipe down your 

walls with a vinegar-water mixture 
and it will help absorb odors and 
clean the surfaces.
Remove spots from glass - Use a 

vinegar-soaked cloth to remove spots 
from any glassware or crystal  B.

Source: RAO Bulletin
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
April 2010

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 9 April 2010

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   15 April Luncheon
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RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
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